
All good fishermen stay young until they die, for fishing is the only dream of youth that doth not grow stale with age.

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

JULY 2019

FORWARD CASTS

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

FLY FISHERS
INTERNATIONAL

JULY
Wednesday, 

July 10, 2019
Chit-Chat & Dinner: 6:00

Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

July 10, 2019 • DFC Club Meeting
Jim Strogen

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist  
Jim will show and discuss common aquatic insects found 

in lakes and streams.  He will also share how to consistently 
incorporate size, color, and movement into your fishing approach.
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President's Drift                                                                                 Frank  Schettino  • July 2019

Greetings fellow trout bums,
I want to send out a BIG thank you and a job well done to Linda and John McAteer 
for their hard work hosting the White Mountain Extravaganza.
    This years outing was great. Friday started out with some gusty winds with several 
fish caught by DFC’ers. But on Saturday a rare weather phenomena occurred. In fact 
according to local meteorology expert Charles P. Groundhog it is a rare occurrence. 
There was “no wind” on Big Lake Saturday. Can you believe it. The result of this was 
a great day of fishing. Lots of fish caught that day, that night was just as great with 
our club dinner. It was filled with great people, great food, great stories of the
big one that got away.

   I also want to send out my thanks to John Rohmer, Darryl White, Rod Buchanan and Joe Staller for 
helping members. Whether it was a couple of flies, tips on where to find the fish, what technique to use, 
it helped make for a great day of fishing. 
See you at the July meeting.
Tight lines,
Frank Schettino
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

Just thought of some neat fishing experi-
ences I gained back in the early edges of 
my fly fishing life. It was in my old stomp-
ing grounds as board member for the Schrems 
West Michigan TU Chapter and at our annual 
banquet we invited, as guest speaker, Lefty 
Kreh.  And, for a few days I hung with Lefty. 
Fun guy. Lefty showed me a leader rig (illus-
trated here) that lasted me through the rest 
of the season. I then kept it as my standard 
set-up during the next few years.

Take your favorite tapered leader...cut 
about 3 to 3 1/2  feet off the bottom por-
tion...Tie this butt section to your f ly line....
Next make a loop on the bottom half...This 
is where you'll save some time out on the 
stream...Find your favorite tippet size mate-
rial...make a loop on that tippet for use on the 
tapered leader…You’re creating a “loop-to-
loop” tapered leader rig. You’ve substituted 
the bottom half of what you just cut off…This 
new loop-to-loop tippet can be changed any 
time without replacing the whole leader.

When the tippet gets too short...or if you 
break it off by some chance all you do is re-
place that tippet section...quick and simple.

In our newsletter you’ll note once again in 
the Fly Tying Corner, I’ve dropped in some 
f ly receipts from the past. Our f ly tying guru, 
Bob Harrison, is busy in a hideaway fishing 
his annual summer getaway in Idaho. Not all 
bad. Hopefully I’ll get Bob to write a small bit 
on his annual expedition by the end of sum-
mer.

We have our annual Swap Meet in August, 
alway a fun event. As a courtesy to all of us DFC 
crazies…Set-up is at 6:30...Doors open for the 
Swap at 7:00….Please no early-birds making 
swaps. Thanx. 

Finally, I hope you Trout Bums might help 
me out…A bit of a mystery here at my studio. 
I found a couple of mice under my drawing 
board last week. Damn things get in all sorts 
of stuff. 

I did surprise the little rascals as they scur-
ried off. Later that night I was cleaning up 
some of my fishing gear in a closet next to 
my drawing board. I am missing a favored 
automatic f ly reel (Pf luger Medalist 575) I’ve 
enjoyed when joining Larry Allen and his 
gang at one of the club’s Casting Meet-Up’s. I 
might have used it at one our casting gather-
ings, and left it behind by some quirky forget-
ful senior moment. Please if any of you might 
have picked up my auto-reel, please, drop me 
an e-mail.  It's rigged up with a faded orange 
color f ly line. Thanx:}
R. McKeon, Editor

Bob McKeon, 
DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, 
Head Wrangler of Stuff,  Certified 
Lawn Tosser of Old Rods an' things.   
Questions/Comments? 
Catch me at: 
rmckeon2@cox.net

Editor's Notes an' Ramblings...

Nail Knot

Fly Line

4X or 5X
Top part
of tapered
leader

Create

 

loop-to-loop
with tippet

Typical (6X)
tippet

 
length
approx.
3 ft.
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 I really didn’t intend to do any fishing!  Instead, I needed to check out spots to take my 
grandkids to look for aquatic insects and crayfish later in the week.  So I stopped by 1st 
Crossing, Water Wheel, and 2nd Crossing on the East Verde River to dip my bug net in 
the water and look for likely wading areas for my four year old granddaughter and her 
younger brother to have fun and wade safely.  I found several good locations that had 
bugs, small crayfish, and would be great for them to explore.

Even though the river was relatively low, I found trout at each stop.  Not having the 
“pressure” of a f ly rod in hand allowed me the opportunity to observe quietly and see 
how they moved about the now shallower pools than were in the river a few months ago.  

The water was cool enough for them, as it was clear that they were quite active.  Instead 
of setting up feeding locations in areas of the pools that would seem to provide the best 
conveyor belt of food to come down the current, the trout were much more concerned 
about cover.

They often would hug a rock or a branch in the stream and only come out occasionally 
to feed, or better yet wait for bugs to be delivered to them in their hiding location.  They 
also preferred shady sections of the pools or areas completely covered by overhanging 
bushes.  Their first concern in shallow water conditions is not being seen by predators 
and avoiding the sun.

After I had figured out where to take the kids “bugging”, my need to fish re-emerged.  
For those who don’t know me, I always have my f ly rod rigged up and ready to go in my 
car.  I found a pod of about fifteen trout in a large pool.  The trick was that only one or 
two fish were ever actually feeding at any given time.  Most were occupied with chas-
ing each other out of preferred locations, ducking under rocks for shade, or even facing 
downstream and clearly not feeding.  

On the East Verde, I often use a rather large bead-head f ly (size 12-14) as the dropper 
and a smaller midge as the trailer under an indicator.  This time, all that set-up did was 
scare fish.  Even though I was careful to lightly drop my rig into the pool, it was clear 
that it left too big of a splash.  I also noticed fish move out of the way of the big f ly as it 
drifted downstream.  

This kind of problem solving is fun to me.  There were still one or two fish feeding 
regularly.  I simply had to figure out which fish to carefully cast to.  I changed my rig 
by adding  a longer tippet section, two smaller f lies, and no indicator.  This also had the 
advantage of resting the fish that had been turned off by ineptness a few minutes earlier. 

I like to use wet f lies more often than dry f lies so the indicator is generally critical to 
upstream casts to know where the f lies are and if a fish has grabbed a f ly.  I also like 

to provide a bit of movement to my drifting f lies 
to match how the real bugs f loat down the stream.  
That movement means that I can have a bit of a 
tighter line on my drifting f lies so I can track their 
movement through a hole and react to a fish that 
picks up the f ly.  That approach worked and I started 
catching fish!  

Certainly a rig of a dry f ly dropper and a small 
midge trailer would likely have done the trick too as 
it has for me many times in the past.  In fact, the dry 
and midge rig is a typical set-up that I use on Can-
yon Creek.  Unlike the East Verde River or Tonto 
Creek, the lower section of Canyon Creek often has 
enough open space to lay out fairly long overhand 
casts.  These longer casts can be important on Can-
yon Creek in shallow water conditions as the brown 
trout are very wary of your approach along the 
stream.  Staying out of their view is critical. 

Even during summer conditions when the fish are 
extremely skittish, I use a downstream approach 
much more than most other f ly fishers.  I don’t have 
the f lexibility or desire to be down on my hands 
and knees anymore, but I use bushes, tall grass, 
and tree to conceal my profile.  Sometimes casting 
from above the fish is the only way to get a f ly into 
a particular hole.  If you can drop the f ly in well 
upstream of the fish and release line down to the 
feeding trout, the f ly is the first thing the fish will 
see and will often result in a strike. 

Summer fishing is certainly tougher than spring 
fishing, but can be successful if you consider the 
needs of the fish under these tougher water condi-
tions and adjust your approach.

Summer 
Trout 
Fishing
by Jim Strogen

Jim Strogen, Writer/Columnist - 
Life on the Fly - Payson Roundup Newspaper
Catch Jim at: jimstrog@gmail.com  

This rock was the only shade in this 
pool.  A trout under the rock quickly 
grabbed a fly drifted downstream into 
the shade.

3

Photos: Jim Strogen

321As my uncle used to tell me, it is a darn 
poor bridge that doesn't have a trout 
under it!

2

An ideal spot for a trout. Nice cover and 
a great current to deliver bugs while 
remaining hidden.

1



Desert Fly Casters

FLY 
FISHING 
KAYAK
Vince
Deadmond

by

The Fly Fishing Hardware 
Guy can be reached at:
Best Hardware True Value 
237 N Apache Trail, Apache 
Junction, AZ 
vince@ajbest.com 
and at 480 982 7461.

Recreational kayaking has been growing steadily for the past twenty years, 
and it's exploding right now. Even the big box stores are selling kayaks.  
They have been on my radar as a fishing craft for quite  awhile, and they are increasingly evi-
dent on roof racks everywhere.  You can purchase a lightweight durable kayak for a modest 
price, but will it do what you want it to do?  I had been looking for one as a f ly fishing plat-
form.  Paddling a kayak while f ly fishing is kind of like texting and driving, you are probably 
not doing either one very well.  Hobie came up with the pedal kayak in 1997, and I have been 
waiting on them to come down in price ever since, still waiting.

    In the last ten years more manufactures have entered the fishing pedal kayak market. The 
pedal drive models are particularly attractive for someone looking to fish.  One, it takes the 
paddle out of your hands and allows you to fish.  They are sleek enough to glide through the 
water with minimal effort.  They are stable enough to stand up and make a cast.  The new 
manufacturers of pedal drive kayaks are coming up with new innovations, making them 
lighter, and more user friendly, while cutting the cost of the fishing kayak.

    I purchased my pedal drive Perception Pescador Pilot 12 about a year ago.  It is very stable, 
and the pedaling is about the same effort as walking.  The boat and drive weigh 85 pounds 
so you do need to determine how to carry a 12 foot boat, and store it when not in use.  I have 
fished from inf latable pontoon boats for quite a while.  They are generally lighter, store 
easier, but are slower from point A to point B, a plus for the pedal kayak.  Another issue if you 
fish Puerto Penasco, Mexico is the deep sand between you and the water.  Sometimes you can 
drive right up to the water to unload your boat, but on many beaches you need to shuttle your 
boat from the parking lot to the water.  I'll have to admit that I tried to do it on the cheap, 
and had several failed attempts.  I would like to recommend the Boon Dox Wheel Kit with 
the oversized sand tires.  It's not cheap, but it will help get your kayak across lots of soft sand.
   Most fishing kayaks are the sit on top models, these are easy to enter and exit, and they 
have storage hatches built into the body.  The problem is that even with a lid securely in place 
the storage areas are not  totally water proof. Water proof dry bags would be the solution to 
keep your electronics and other items that you don't want to get wet. Other accessories may 
include fishing rod holders, cameras and mounts for cameras, personal f lotation device and 
I like to put a PDF cushion on my seat.  You will probably want to take the kayak out a few 
times before you start to customize where you want to mount accessories.  Mounting usu-
ally involves putting holes in your new kayak with stainless steel screws and silicone sealant.  
You will need a paddle even if you have a pedal kayak.  Storage bags for food, drink, gear, 
fish, the accessories list is almost endless.  Comfortable, quick dry clothing that protects you 
from the sun is another good idea.  Footwear I usually wear a diving bootie or sport sandals, 
something that can get wet.  After all of that you are looking for that really good fish that 
will take you for a sleigh ride.  I hope this story gets you excited about getting on the water.  



JULY 2014 • Revisited
DFC FLY TYING CORNER

Got questions?? Catch Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com

Desert Fly Casters
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DFC Trip to: 
SOUTHERN UTAH
August 21-25, 2019

Host: 
Dick Brooks 

(480) 203-9634 
email: gdubby77@gmail.com

Where: 
Base of operations;

Loa, Utah.
Route: Flagstaff -->Page-->Kabab-->Panguitch--
>Circleville-->Kingston-->Koosharem-->Loa. 8 hours, 
23 minutes. 519 miles. Good Highway.
Lodging:
Loa: The Quiet Flyfisher has a house to rent for ~$50/
night that can accommodate several people.  Owner/
Contact is Mike James, 435-616-2319. 
Other places: Snuggle Inn (877) 505-1936<https://www.
google.com/search?q=snuggle+inn+loa&rlz=1C1GC
EA_enUS774US774&oq=Snuggle+Inn+loa&aqs=chrom
e.0.0.5908j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8> and Road 
Creek Inn (435) 865-8259<https://www.google.com/sear
ch?q=road+creek+inn+loa+ut&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS774
US774&oq=road+cree&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l5.5158j0j8
&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8> or (800) 388-7688

Additional  places: 
Bicknell: Aquarius Inn (800)-833-5379. Sunglow Motel (435) 
425-3701. The Mills Cabins and Lodge (435) 491-0426. We are 
working on getting a group price at the lodge....stay tuned.
Torrey: Several RV Parks and motels in town.  Some rough tent 
campsites are also available. Torrey is the "Gateway to Capitol 
Reef " so prices are a little higher here, and August is the prime 
season for Capitol Reef. 
Dining:
Loa: Marinia's Country Café
Bicknell: Reel Bites Café at the Bicknell Theater, Sunglow Motel
Torrey: Several restaurants and eateries in town
Other services: Loa has a grocery store, hardware store, auto 
parts and repair services
Fishing Opportunities:
Creeks and Rivers: UM creek (left and right forks), 7 mile 
creek, East fork Sevier River, Jorgensen creek, Lake Creek, 
Antimony creek

Lakes and Reservoirs: Piute Reservoir, Otter Creek Reservoir, 
Fish Lake Reservoir, Johnson Valley Reservoir, Crater Lakes, 
Mill Meadow Reservoir, Forsythe Reservoir, Paradise Valley
Guides and Fly Shops: The Quiet Flyfisher in Loa, Mike James 
owner. (435) 616-2319. Circle Valley Anglers. Emmet is the 
owner. (435) 577-2168.
Gear: 4-6 wt rods, f loating and sinking lines, strike indicators, 
3X-5X leaders and tippet, sunglasses, hat, rain gear, waders and 
boots (felt OK) bug spray, sunscreen. Loa is at 7000 foot eleva-
tion.  You might want to bring a f loat tube or kick boat if you 
plan to hit the lakes.
Flies: Your best bet is to talk to Mike at the Quiet Flyfisher, or 
see Dick Brooks for a handout and more information.
License: Available on line at Utah Division of Wildlife 
Resources. https://secure.utah.gov/hf lo/main/serv2/index.
html?server=serv2
Fishing Reports: https://wildlife.utah.gov/hotspots/reports_
sr.php

For more information on Southern Utah fishing in general and/or this 
DFC outing in particular, catch: Dick Brooks at: (480) 203-9634 

or email at: gdubby77@gmail.com
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Host: Gentry Smith
Location: Becker Lake, near Springerville, AZ
Our July Outing will be held at Becker Lake, near Springerville.  This coincides with the July 13 WMLF 
"Becker Best Day" which will feature a raff le, instruction on fishing Becker Lake, and a FREE lunch.  
You do not have to be a WMLF member to attend.
Members can stay at their private cabins, camp at local campgrounds, or more conveniently, stay at the Rode 
Inn in Springerville. http://www.rodeinnmotels.com/ Call 928-333-4365 to make your reservations. Address: 
242 E Main St, Springerville, AZ 85938 Phone: (928) 333-4365
Besides Becker Lake, attendees may want to check out Sunrise, Big Lake, Crescent, Carnero or other lakes. 
There are also several small streams near-by, both on and off the reservation.
For more information, please catch, Gentry Smith  at: design@gentrysmith.com  •   cell: 480-213-0372

BECKER BEST OUTING   •  July 12-14, 2019

2019 DFC OUTINGS SCHEDULE

Joe
Staller
The Go-To Outings
Chairman Guy
joestaller@yahoo.com

Host: Billy Wingo
The San Juan River trip is off to a roaring start and is going to be a great trip. As 
things now stand we are booked up for the 2nd trip, September 26 - 28, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday.  If there are two other people who want to go I can probably 
get one more boat, please let me know soon if you are interested.  The first trip 
September 23 - 25, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday had three (3) opening at 
this time.  Let me know soon if you are interested in this trip.  We have a couple 
of people going for both trips and this is a great bargain at $1240 for six (6) nights 
lodging and four (4) days guided fishing.  If you have interest in the whole week you 
need to act soon.  Regular three day trip is $620.00 for three (3) nights lodging and 
two (2) days guided fishing, also a great bargain.  See me at the meetings or give me 
a call at 602-451-9459.  Trips need to be paid for by the August meeting if possible.  
Thanks everyone....Billy Wingo

SAN JUAN RIVER OUTING   •  September 23•24•25•26•27•28, 2019

Come...Catch the Big Ones!

Come along and hang with some of our local Vets. We’ll start off early at 6:30 AM just to beat the heat. Come out and 
join in along with adding a helping hand where needed. Lunch will be provided by one of the finest seasoned chefs 
in our DFC Trout Bum empire, Frankie the Chef. 
Note: We should need help here with some flies…Please... we need a couple of our crazies to tie some flies. Frankie 
the Chef sez he plans to hand them out to the Vets, personally, at the outing. So don’t disappoint him. 
Questions? Catch Host, Frank Schettino, DFC President at: sketno1026@hotmail.com or 917-414-5428

Project Healing Waters.
Date:  Saturday • September 14, 2019 at 06:30 Sharp.
Location:  The Links at Queen Creek  •   445 E Ocotillo Rd.  •   San Tan Valley, AZ.
Lunch will be provided

PROJECT HEALING WATERS OUTING   •  September 14, 2019 • 06:30 AM
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ANNUAL DFC SWAP MEET
WEDNESDAY

AUGUST 14, 2019
Setup at: 6:30 PM

Short Meeting: 6:55 PM 
Swapping at: 7:00 PM*

*As a courtesy to all Trout Bums
Please, No early birds

Hurry-up...Step on 
it! I want to catch 
this bug to show Jim 
Strogen before the 
July club meeting!

R. McKeon
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DATES TO KEEP IN MIND...2019/20

July 12-14, 2019
Becker Best Outing

Host: Gentry Smith •  design@gentrysmith.com  •   cell: 480-213-0372

September 14, 2019
Project Healing Waters Outing 

Host: Frank Schettino  •  sketno1026@hotmail.com   •  or   •   917-414-5428

September 23-28, 2019
San Juan River Outing

Host: Billy Wingo  •  billy.wingo@phoenix.gov  •   602-451-9459

August 14, 2019
Annual DFC Swap Meet
Questions? Catch Frank the President Guy at: 

sketno1026@hotmail.com   •  or   •   917-414-5428

2019 DESERT FLY CASTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Frank Schettino- President
Joe Staller-Vice President
Valerie Staller- Treasurer

Marie McClearn- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller

Programs- Mike Faulkinbury
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King

Membership- Brian Foss
Education- Jack Dengel

Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- Mike Monroe
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Dick Brooks, David Huang, 
Charlie Rosser, J.C. Roberson

David Weaver
Web Address Site

http://www.desertflycasters.com

Parting shot...

According to Frank the President Guy, Joe Staller had trouble holding his 
catch for this photo moment. Kept slipping out of his hands...Lucky fish still 

had presents of mind to fall into Joe's net.
Yo...How many photo experiences have we had when the fish slips away just as 

your buddy reaches for the camera?
Nice camera work, Frank!


